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MY CHRISTOLOGY AND WHAT IT
MEANS FOR MY PREACHING

by Lewell Belstad

Jesus Christ is Lerd., This has been and is new the elemental
cenfessien eof the Christian church. Christians dewn through the
ages have strugcled te expand upen and te clarify this eriginal
affirmatien in respense te the central questien, "Whe is Jesus
Christ?" Therefere, we, in the present age, are the recipients
of a lenz line of study and reflectien en the persen and werk ef
Jesus Christ. Recegnizing this fact I can net claim that anything
I say will be eriginal with myself. Of ceurse this in ne way excuses
me frem the necessary task a2t hand. Fer as a student preparing
for the erdained ministry systematic reflectien is crucial because
the shave of my Christelegy will make a great deal ef difference
in my preaching. What fellews then is a persenal fermulatien ef

my Christelegy and what it means fer my preaching.

Brief Histerical Review

Histery has many lessens te teach, and therefere it is enly
prudent fer me te leek back in erder te see seme of the beundaries
staked out and seme of the directiens laid dewn. Alse imvertant fer
my task is te see where new appreaches need te be taken due te the
fact elder fermulatiens de net speak as powerfully in this time as
they 4id in previous ages. Frem the very beginning I can see that
the Christian Church rejected Decetism en the ene hand and Ebienitism
en the other hand. Decetism reflects Hellenistic thinking in

sketching a picture ef Jesus Christ as seme kind eof divinized being
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walking areund en the earth. The divine Leges enly appears te be

a man; the latter merely serves as the ferm of the fermer. Jesus
just seems te be human, while he is reallv divine. This errer
stubbernly versists in pepular piety teday. I regard it as a
respensibility ef the preacher te ceunter this by stressing that
Jesus Christ was truly man, as well as truly Ged. On the ether end
of the svectrum then (and new) was the heresy of Ebienitism. It

in turn reflected Jewish thinking and stressed the humanity ef Jesus.
Clinging strengly te their menetheistic beliefs, the prepenents

had difficulty accepting Christ's divinity. Instead they theught
of him as seme kind ef deified man whe was given the hener ef
divinity by virtue of his eutstanding meral character. This errer
seems te be cemmenplace in the thinking ef the man en the street
teday. This tee vresents an agenda item fer the vpreacher teday!

to stress that Jesus Christ was truly uod. as well as truly man.

The Chalcedenian Definitien ef 451 has been accepted as the
standard fer Christelegical definitien. In ceuntering the errers
foerms eof
of¥the abeve mentioned heresies it stated that Jesus Christ is ene
persen in twe natures. He is truly Ged and truly man. There is
an integral unien of the twe n=2tures rather than a separate iselatien.
I agree wheoleheartedly with the definitien, but at the same time
I realize that we ne lenger think in that substantial, entelegical
terminelegy. I concur with the cemmenly accepted criticism that
the definitien is tee static and that it dees net de justice te the
histery of the persen er the ceurse of his missien. Peeple teday
think mere in functienal, dynamic, and histerical terms and, therefere,
want te hear a different appreach te the answering ef the questien,

"Whe is Jesus Christ?"



Martin Luther did net questien the Chalcedenian Definitien,
but rather accevted the twe-natures understanding described therein.
Frem there he went en te speak eof Jesus Christ in the centext of
| Ihis discussien of the Hidden Yed and the Revealed Ged. The former
M‘u/ is the Ged active in the created erder, while the latter is his
pﬁ%;;;;. special revelatien in the vpersen ef his Sen, Jesus Christ. If
we want te knew Ged, we de net take the reute of speculatien and
reasen, fer naked man can net stand befere naked Ged. Instead, if
we want te knew Ged, we must leek te his Sen Jesus Christ. He is
what Ged is all abeut. In Christ Ged is acting fer me, on my behalf,
The abeve is hepefully an accurate statement ef a specific hermeneutic,
ene te which the Lutheran church is beund te upheld and ene te which
I am ceommitted te using as a Lutheran preacher.
_ Rudelf Bultmann was a medern Lutheran whe prefessed te taking
Luther's stress en justificatien by faith alene and strengly
emphasizing it. Seeing the incenclusiveness eof the studies en the
Jesus ef histery, Bultmann argued that we preach the kerygmatic
Christ in erder te bring abeut authentic existence in the persenal
life. One suspects in him a sephisticated decetism in his ene-sided
emphasis en the Christ eof faith. Jesus Christ was truly Ged and
truly man, and that affirmatien needs te be maintained in erder that
the whele Christ be preached.

This brief histerical review gives seme idea of hew I see
myself in relatien te specific mevements and theelegians ef the past.
What fellews is a censtructive attempt te veice = Christelegy fer
the present day which places faith eon its preper ebject, dees justice
te the Lutheran understanding, and takes due cegnizance eof current

theught ferms.
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Jesus Christ the Sen ef Ged

Welfhart Pannenberg seems te effer a valid alternztive te the
preblems of the twe-natures language with its entelegical framewerk.
In chapter 9, "Jesus Personal Unity with Ged," ef his beek, Jesus—

Ged and Man, he prepeses an appreach which is net static in its

understanding and which dees seem te de justice te the histery ef
the persen and the ceurse eof his missien. In ether werds it sheuld
be mere understandable in an age when peeple think mere in functien=al,
dynamic and histerical terms. In additien he deals mere
apprepriately with the specific questien eof "Whe is Jesus Christ?"
pessible _
rather than the metaphysical questioen ef "Hew is itYthat in one [
persen there can be twe natures?"

Jesus Christ was Ged's revelatien te us. If we want te knew
what Ged is saying te us, we leek at his specific Werd fer us, his
Sen, Jesus Christ. Biblical schelarship has demenstrated that it
is difficult te believe that Jesus had clear censciousness ef himself
as the Messiah or Savier. It has been shewn rather cenvincingly
that the claims ef Jesus Christ, as being what the varieus titles
state, were the werk ef the pest-Easter cemmunity in writing the

gespel acceunts. Jesus Christ was not.the Sen ef Ged because he

was censcieus of himself as being the Ged-man., But, instead, he

was the Sen eof Ged because he lived in pgg{cct cemmunien with de.&“dé“i(‘
He did net have te explain the purvese of his missien, as te

interpreting whe he was., Rather he lived in verfect dedicatien

te his heavenly Father. The will ef his Father was his will all

threugh life, He did net knew what the result of the missien weuld

be, but in perfect ebedience he fellewed the leading ef his Father.
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In the cress it leeked as if the whele ef his life had been
he endured

g , @ failure, as if the ridicule and suffering’had been in vain.

J >

&

sl It «Gcﬁzﬁias it God had fergetten abeut him, fersaken him at the cress.
1 ——
’ Frem a human peint ef view he was judged as an egeist and a
blasvhemer. When they killed him, they theught they ceuld be

.

F§

rid ef him and that would be that. An unfertunate martyrdem ef
a Jewish upstart weuld be the view of histery, se seme theught.
But in the ressurectien the tables were turned. Fer Ged

raises Jesus Christ frem the dead, and in effect he says, "This

is the ene whe has revealed my will. He is what I am all about."

The life and actions eof Jesus Christ are cenfirmed by Ged the

Father in the rea;urection. We find eut that frem the very

beginning this was Ged's stery ef himself fer humankind.
\_ Ged reveals that Jesus Christ is truly his Sen. Jesus Christ
had nreved himself te be the Sen eof Ged by his self-sacrifice
te the will ef the Father, geing even te the cress, though he knew
net what weuld be the result. In Jesus Christ we see the True
Man, fer in him we see whaﬁ man was made fer—cemmunien with Ged.
Fer the whele of humankind the situatien was ene of breken cemmunien.
But in Jesus Christ we see the life of ene whe lived life as it
was intended te be lived—in perfect.obpdience and unbreken cemmunien
with Ged. )

is
The message the preacher can vreclaimVthat it is in and threush

the Son ef Ged that we can beceme sens and daughters of Ged. We
can net try te ge areund Jesus Christ, fer that weuld be the futile
path ef the theelegy eof glery. Rather it is the theelegy of the
cress as we participate in his Senship by beceming truly human byf &#z
living in cemmunien with Ged the Father threugh Jesus Christ the A

Sen ef Ged.
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The Atenement

Atenement means at-ene-ment. Twe parties are made te be at
ene with each ether. In the cemmenly understeed sense it has ceme
te mean the same as recenciliatien. But in a mere restricted
religieus sense it means the werk ef Ged in Christ culminating in
Calvary. It is Ged in Christ recenciling us unte himself (II Cer.
5118f.3; Eph. 2116: Cel. 1120-22).
| Atenement implies a preblem, and there is in fact a real
preblem, Humankind is estranged frem Ged; humankind and Ged are
net at ene with each ether, This separatien is the result of the
fall. The werd is misleading fer it weuld seem te imply that
mankind fell frem a higher te a lewer state of glery 2nd new needs
te somehew regain that saintly verch. But in reality the werd
fall has te de with man's unwillingness te be man and the desire
instead te be like Ged. This rebell;fnyzgainst his appeinted state
has created alienatien between man and Ged. The wrath ef Ged
becemes everative in that the censequences of sin werk themselves
eut in the life of man. The state of sin drives us te cemmit sins;
the sceurge of death censtantly leems in frent ef us and eventually
takes life itself frem us; the ferces ef evil censtantly tempts us
te try te be like geds; the law accuses us of what we knew te be
true, that we are separated frem Ged,and that ne effert we make te
everceme this will be of any use,

Therefere it is enly Ged himself whe can make at ene, whe
can recencile us unte himself., He has made the initiative en eur
behalf. It is his purpese and plan ef leve unfelding. His is a

1

gspvereign mercy whelly undeserved by rebellieus humankind

J




In the histery ef the church theelegians have reflected upen
the atenement, and in their reflectien they have eften ceme te refer
te the idea of the atenement and te the theeries of the atenement.
Their actiens are understandable in that they wanted te clarify
what they theught te be the meaning and impertance ef the atenement.
But the dangers are ebvieus. One ceuld set dewn an explanatien
and then try te argue fer its acceptance. 1In a preaching situatien

or

this wrengly implies that we are semehew supvesed te ask V mental

’aseent te the theory. The purvese of theelegy should be te put

4ﬂs\ lf”lth on its vreper ebject. The preper ebject of faith is Ged whe
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in Christ was recenciling the werld unte himself, It is mere
aporepriate then te sveak of the fact ef the atenement rather than
the theeries.,

With that said the questien ef hew te preach the atenement
must still be answered. Becausethe atenement is in a sense such
a mystery (as evidenced by the fact that the Church has never felt
comfertable enough te set dewn a dectrine ef the atenement) I also
de noet feel cemfortable ennuch te say that such and such statements

are the descriptive explanatiens fer the atenement. (Altheugh I

must be discriminative enouch te say that there are some which

are inaporepriate expressiens.) Te speak of theeries, categeries,and
explanatiens is semehew te give the impressien that it can be

nailed dewn. I weuld prefer te think ef the atenement in suggestive,
(rather than descriptive), language, in metaphers, (rather than
theeries). In this regard then I weuld like te speak of Christ

as Victer, Christ as Sacrifice and Christ as Recenciliatien.



S Jesus Christ did battle with the evil pewers eof this werld and
emerged the victer. He entered inte this werld and participated
in eur sinful situatien. He was tempted even as all ef us are
tempted and he was afflicted with suffering and death much mere

7

o
* cruel than any ef us will ever experience. In the end he sacrifices
T —————

i

3

”|nis ewn 1ife in perfect ebedience te his Father in heaven. It all

1 leoks as if everything has ended in defeat, as if the pewers ef this

Te

woerld have getten the best ef him., But Ged raises his Sen frem the
dead and thereby cenfirms him as being the true Sen eof Ged. Sent
frem Ged te de battle with the evil pewers, he gees back te the
Father triumphant. He did net yield te the cemmen temptatien eof
wantine te be like Ged., Instead he was truly human in that he
lived as a man in perfect cemmunien and dedicatien te the will ef
N his Father,
This is geod news te preclaim that Jesus Christ defeated the
pewer of evil in this werld. Tegether with that we can anneunce that
he invites us te participate in his 1life, net by ebserving frem a
distance what he has dene, but by dying te eur eld self and being
raised by him te the new life.

Christ gave himself as a sacrifice. Our Lutheran heritage has
!7

kﬁgiiﬁw\shied away frem talk ef sacrifice“prebably beczuse of the herrers

e,

{y»iz of what the Refermers censidered te be the distertiens in the Cathoelic
mass in the Middle Ages and alse because Luther much preferred the
writing ef Paul te that ef the auther ef Hebr;ws. Fer myself I de

’ﬁ&gggafnggvthink it will be an impertant hgmiigﬁlggl‘theme, but I de think

4R

TFTE

)
»

R it is impertant te understand sacrifice rightly.in erder te counter

much ef the vepular speculative paying-Ged-behind-the-scenes thinkins.
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Jesus Christ takes upen himself the penalty and curse of sin.

He dies in eur place where we shzyld have rightly died. Christ

: . he Doamd

ceuld enly de this because he dﬂ!’vﬁct@rleus over the pewers eof Luhgukdi
s, + it
the werld. F,q,“,,g‘

He tgkes sur sins upen himself but dees net himself ,
sin. In turn it;?ecause of this that his righteeusness becemes
surs. dJesus Chfist is noet the sacrifice man makes te Ged in erder
for man te semehew gain Ged's faver. Rather Jesus Christ is sent
frem Ged and in turn effers himself te Ged in perfect ebedience.,

[» Ged was in Christ recenciling the werld unte himself. As
implied

mentiened earlier the preblemVin atenement, (net enly an implicatien,
but a fact in itself), is that there is a state ef alienatien between
humankind and Ged. The peint Paul is making, theugh, is that4;;i
has acted in Christ te previde a selutien te the preblem. Christ
has ceme inte this werld te de battle with the forces eof evil. .
It is he whe has defeated them. Jesus Christ willingly teek upen
himself the penalty and curse of sin. Christ was made sin fer us,
whe knew ne sin; that we might be made the righteeusness of Ged
in him(II Cer. 5121)., Ged has made previsien te create a new
relatienshiv between himself and humankind. When we receive
recenciliatien it is net because of a change of heart en eur behalf.
Rather it is because Ged has established a new relatienship. The
derivative censequence ef Ged's actien in Christ is that we can
enjey a restered friendship with Ged threugh Jesus ChristLJ

Much ef preaching is psychelegical in that it is implied that
recenciliatien cemes abeut by man's change ef heart., But the

impertant thing I must remember is that the stress belengs on

Ged's actien in Jesus Christ.
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Three Uses of the Term, "Werd"

In cenclusien I weuld like te discuss the three uses of the
term, "Werd.; It is net because this is a significant Christelegical
issue, but because, when censidering Christelegy and preaching, clarity
is impertant, especially in regards te twe cemmen preblems in the
church teday. The Werd ef Ged is Jesus Christ himself as Jehn in
his gespel states se elequently., He is Ged's specific werd te man.
It is Ged revealing himself in the man Jesus Christ. Ged is telling
his ewn stery in his very ewn Sen. If we want te knew what Ged is
like we must leek te his Sen Jesus Christ. Scripture is alse theught
ef as the Werd of Ged. It mediates te us the histery ef Ged acting
in this werld. It tells the stery ef Ged's Sen Jesus Christ ceming
te earth. We use scripture in preaching, teaching and individual
study and devetien, fer we weuld want te learn mere abeut Ged's
message te us in Jesus Christ. Then tee the vreclamatien ef the
Gespel is censidered the Werd of Ged. Ged has entrusted his geoed
news te erdinary men and wemen whese responsibility it is te
preclaim it.

In the church teday many veeple, with charismatic tendencies,
want te knew the will ef Ged threugh prephecies er visiens. The
message te them must be that Ged has revealed himself in Jesus
Christ, and that is sufficient. There is ne need fer mere unmediated
revelatiens.,

Alse in the church teday there is what almest ameunts te wership
of the Bible. Due respect fer the scriptures is impertant, but
faith must be directed tewards its preper ebject, and that is the
Werd of Ged, Jesus Christ. Scripture mediates the presence of Christ

rather than sets itself up fer wership.

1 uyv | L



- BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aulen, Gustaf, Christus Victer. New Yerk. MacMillan Publishing
Ce., Inc., 197&,

Benheeffer, Dietrich. Christelegy. New Yerk. Harper and Rew,
Publishers, Inc., 1974,

Ebeling, Gerhard. Luther: An Intreductien te his Theught.
Philadelphia. ~Fertress Press, 19072,

Pannenberg, Welfhart. Jesus—Ged and Man. Philadelphia. The
Westminister Press, 1975,

Richardsen, Alan, ed. A Dictienary of Christian Theelogy.
"Atonement" and "Christelegy". Philadelphia. The Westminister

Press, 1969,
fiaa
T ; V a4, J d Sl g
B et st gy

ﬁifthFW4Q J jWLla&f%6QUuuq4
it gt H, (i e Mgk g o
WM Gﬁﬁww&w‘@mwm (UQL( ho:@l%ww g

%MMMWLMMWJMWVWMW
BT it Tois sl gt st
ﬂ"/w,e,wwm‘ curd Mw

M%ﬂu MUMM rad an oo udid; b,
% O*Q"“MI:WL MM@J&%WMW

Rl e

Page | 12



2utnJiiaf anTeound q- e, P U A 260000 ail i p
&N)ﬁ&ﬂéqﬁx4kg4uuuo

Page | 13



